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After months of planning and preparation it was finally time for our 
big car show at the Pontiac Museum.  To start the weekend, Paula and I met 

up with the Bowers, the Schotts, the Lewises, and the Vies at the Cracker 
Barrel in Troy Illinois Friday morning for a late breakfast/early lunch.  We 
all then headed north to Pontiac.   

As has become our tradition, the first event for the weekend is the 

Bar B Que at Alan and Liane’s house.  As usual they put on a great spread 
and there were lots of great desserts.  The dinner was attended by all of the 
folks from Gateway that had arrived on Friday as well as members of Heart 

of Illinois and other GTOAA chapters.   We took advantage of the event to 
get a photo of the Ladies of Gateway (and friends) in their GTO shirts that 
were intended for the Parking Lot Party at the GTOAA Nationals back in 

June.  Also in attendance were Tim Dye and Mayor Alvey and his wife.  
This event is a lot of work for Alan and Liane but they always do a great 
job and everyone really enjoyed the evening. 

We rolled into Pontiac early on Saturday to set up registration and 
found that the City already had our tents and tables in place.  We got regis-

tration set up and soon had over 60 cars registered. 
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Typically on Saturday, 
Paula and I stay with registra-

tion for the day, but this year 
Tom and Terrie Oxler gra-
ciously offered to run regis-

tration so that we could go on 
the cruise that Alan had orga-
nized.   

With registration in 

good hands, Paula and I 
jumped into the back of Alan 
and Liane’s convertible and 

we headed out of town for the 
first stop on the cruise, Fair-
bury Speedway. 

Fairbury Speedway is 
a historic banked 1/4 mile dirt 

track.  The roots for the 
speedway go back to 1876.  
Initially it was a horse track 

but by 1922 it was hosting 
automobile and motorcycle 
races.  The track had various 

uses in the years that followed 
but it still operates today as an auto race track.  In fact, they had racing planned  later in the day 
on the day we visited.   

As is usually the case with the cruises that Alan plans, they are well attended.  There 

were close to 90 people at the track from our cruise.  We had a great lunch there of fried chick-
en and pulled pork sandwiches.   

After Fairbury, Alan had arranged for us to see some private collections nearby.  This 
included the home and hot rod shop of one of the local citizens who actually has a 2 seat race 

car that he runs at the track.   

As we started to leave the private collections to head back, we had to put up the top on 
the convertible because we had heard that it was already raining in Pontiac.  We only got a few 
miles away, however, before we heard from Debbie Johnson that her car had broken down on 

the way out of Fairbury.  We turned around and headed back with Terry and Gail Schott and 
Will and Donna Bowers in Terry’s car behind us. 

We did not know exactly where Roger and Debbie were, but as we were retracing our 
path out of town we pulled up just as the owner of the hot rod shop was pushing Debbie’s GTO 

into his garage to put it up on the lift.  They had diagnosed it with a bad fuel pump.   

I asked Alan from the back seat where we were going to find a fuel pump for a GTO in 
Fairbury at 3:00 on a Saturday afternoon.  Alan had the answer:  In his trunk!  Alan had a spare 
pump with him.  At it turns out, it was not exactly the right one, but close enough. 

12th Annual GTOAA Regional in Pontiac 
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So, with Debbie’s 1965 convertible up on the lift, Roger and the rest of us took turns 
wrenching on it to get the old pump out and get the new pump in.  Since it was not exactly the 

right pump, this also included some modifications to the fuel lines to get it all plumbed up. 

Of course, while we were all scraping up our knuckles and forearms shoehorning in that 
new fuel pump, the ladies were watching our progress intently. 

Our efforts were successful and once we lowered the GTO and primed the center carb a 
bit with some high test racing fuel she roared to life and we were back on our way. 

When we rolled back into town we found that the weather had really slowed the regis-
tration process.  By then it was 5:00 so we went ahead and closed up registration and headed 

over to Bob and Ringo’s for some dinner. 

12th Annual GTOAA Regional in Pontiac 
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We woke up Sunday morning to a less than ideal weather report.  As we all know, no 
matter how much time and effort we put into planning a car show, the one thing you cannot 

control is that weather.  And, worse than the weather report showing rain on the way to Pontiac 
was the report showing that it was already raining in Chicago.  For our Sunday show, a lot of 
cars from the Chicago area drive down on Sunday morning, but not, of course, when it is rain-

ing.  

With the worrisome weather on the way, we arrived at the Museum and started up regis-
tration.  Normally we would put up the Pontiac balloons from the Museum for car show day, 
but with this much rain on the way, we decided not to do that this year. 

The weather did put a serious damper on our attendance with the total number of cars 

registered topping out at 106.   But the folks that did attend gamely stuck it out.  Many of them 
drying off their cars multiple times as the rain came and went.   

And then there was Earl and Barb Lewis.  Despite the rain Earl and Barb gamely sol-

diered on and managed to raise $407 in 50/50 money for the Museum. 

With our usual excellent support from Tammy Hedrick creating our tabulation sheets, 
Brian Sorensen and members from Heart of Illinois with support from Tom Oxler and a number 
of other Gateway GTO members performed the tabulation and determined who would get the 

trophies.   

The next challenge was to find a long enough break in the rain to announce the winners 
and hand out the trophies.  We finally took advantage of a break in the weather shortly after 
2:00 and proceeded to hand out the awards as quickly as we could.  As it turns out it was not 

12th Annual GTOAA Regional in Pontiac 
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quick enough as we did end up getting rain towards the end.  (Many thanks to Justin Sidener 
who grabbed an umbrella and kept me dry enough that the ink was not running on the judging 

sheets I was trying to read!).   

One bright spot is that Tim Dye presented Gateway GTO and Heart of Illinois with a 
plaque thanking us for our years of supporting the museum.  We decided to leave the plaque 
with Tim so that it could be put on display at the Museum. 

It is really disappointing to spend most of the year planning and preparing for an event 

this big only to have the weather interfere with it so significantly.  But, as usual, Gateway’s 
members stepped up and made the best of it.  Will and I are still working on the totals, but 
based on my preliminary count, and including the money that Earl raised, I think we will end up 

with a donation to the 
Pontiac Museum of 
just over $3000.   

Planning is al-

ready underway for 
2024.  The date is set 
as September 20-22.  
We are due for a really 

nice weekend after 
two years of rainy 
Sundays, so everyone 

start putting your re-
quests in now. 

12th Annual GTOAA Regional in Pontiac 
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Presidents Scoop 

The President’s Scoop 
 

By Chris Winslow 

As it is every year, September is a busy month for Gateway as we have 2 major charity 
events.   

First up was the Wheels In Motion Car Show.  Once again this year, the event took 
place at the parking lot to the west of Westport Plaza.  The weather, unlike last year, was ideal.  
Unfortunately, a competing car show in Chesterfield really cut into attendance.  In addition, the 
Model T Club, a perennial staple at this event with their iconic Model T assembly raffle was not 
able to attend, further reducing the draw to the event.  Despite that, Gateway pulled off our part 
of the event quite successfully.  I was really proud of how our members stepped up to get prizes 
and donations for the event.  It was arguably the best prize set we had ever pulled together in-
cluding a 50” TV, 2 bikes and countless baskets, gift certificates, and other prizes.  By far, how-
ever, the most notable effort was by was Earl Lewis.  Earl had singlehandedly raised $2100 for 
the event before it even started!  He then went on to raise over $600 more in 50/50.  In the end, 
our donation was just shy of $3700.  This was more than double our total for last year of $1810.     

Of course, our other really big event was our annual GTOAA Regional Car Show at the 
Pontiac Museum.  All indications were this was going to be a big one.  I had received lots of 
preregistrations and lots of phone calls.  In addition Liz from the City of Pontiac received the 
stats on our email blast and those also were pointed to lots of interest.  On top of that, heading 
into the weekend the weather looked great.  Then on Friday rain started to creep into the fore-
cast and by Sunday rain was with us off and on most of the day.  With it also raining in Chica-
go, the weather managed to put a damper on what would likely have been a huge turnout.  De-
spite all this, everyone from Gateway stepped up.  Alan and Liane hosted a great Bar B Que on 
Friday night.  Alan also planned a really nice cruise for Saturday that many of us enjoyed.  And, 
on Sunday, we covered the traffic control and registration.  Tammy did her usual great job of 
setting up the tabulation sheets and we even contributed a number of members to help get the 
tabulation completed.  It could not have gone more smoothly.  It is a shame that mother nature 
stepped in and hurt our attendance numbers.   

Still left in September is our annual Winery Cruise on Sunday the 24th.  See the flyer in 
this newsletter for more details.  Also in September the Superstars and Supercars event is com-
ing up on the 30th.  Given all of the other official Gateway GTO activities for September, and 
with our picnic the next day on October 1st, I am not going to try to organize our attendance at 
Superstars and Supercars.  For those that would like to attend, you can sign up on their website 
at www.miraclesnprogress.org.   

https://www.miraclesnprogress.org/superstar-s-n-supercars
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Of course, we have three big events planned for October.  First up is our Annual Gate-
way GTO Picnic on October 1st.  It will once again be at Vago Park (thanks to Tony Bezzole 
who always gets that reserved for us in January). As usual, Gateway will provide hot dogs, 
brats, hamburgers, pork steaks and chicken and we ask that everyone bring side dishes or des-
serts.  We are also still going to have our annual washer tournament at the event.  Since Barb’s 
former employer repossessed the washer set we had been using, Earl and I are making new 
ones.  Per request from some of the players, the new washer sets are going to have carpet in 
them that is a bit more plush than the old ones.  This will hopefully mean that there won’t be so 
many washers jumping out of the boxes.  The shift we made a few years ago to hold this in the 
fall has made this event much more enjoyable since we are no longer fighting the summer heat, 
so be sure to mark your calendars.  

We also have John Grissom’s big Family Farm Fest party the weekend of 7th.  The de-
tails for that event are included in this newsletter.   John has put a lot of effort into planning this 
and it promises to be a lot of fun, so make sure you have it on your calendars as well. 

Finally for October, as discussed at the last meeting, I have reserved 2 tables for Gate-
way at the Archway Olds Club’s annual Collector Car Trivia night.  I will be looking to get 
folks that are planning to go signed up at our October meeting in a few weeks.  The flyer with 
more details is also attached to this newsletter.  The cost is $20 per person and I call dibs on 
having Brian O’Sullivan at my table!! 

One final bit of business for October and November is officer elections.  This is an elec-
tion year for Gateway.  I have included in this newsletter the official nomination form for offic-
ers.  If you would like to run for an office or nominate somebody else to run, please fill out this 
form and get it to Will Bowers.  The ballot will be in the November newsletter with the winners 
announced at the Christmas Party on December 9th 

 

Presidents Scoop 
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Minutes 9/7/2023 
 

7:01 PM – Meeting Start – No new members in 
attendance.  

Dawn from the National Childrens Cancer Society 
came in and displayed a couple videos showing 
what they are able do with the donations. 

Chris Winslow requested raffle items and informed 
everyone about arrival times for anyone that want-
ed to help with the Wheels in Motion show. 

Earl Lewis brought in two autographed baseballs 
that he was offering for $100 donation to NCCS or 
he would save them for the WIM show raffle. 
Through some serious footwork he was able to get 
$2180 in donations from various businesses in the 
area. He also informed us that Rich is no longer the 
clubs rep for Hagerty insurance, however Rich do-
nated $500 to club to help pay for our Christmas 
party. 

7:14 – Old Business 

Brian O’Sullivan talked about the Caffeine and 
Chrome event. We had 14 cars present and re-
ceived a check from Gateway Classic Cars for 
$160 for our participation. He also described a real-
ly interesting banner that the Cadillac LaSalle club 
had at the show. It was custom designed, over 10 
feet tall and was easily portable. He did some re-
search and found that we could have our own ver-
sion made for $300 to $500 depending on size and 
options. Chris Winslow suggested a vote for ap-
proval to move forward with the purchase. A vote 
was held and approved with a majority of the pre-
sent members. 

Chris Winslow talked about the event at the Illinois 
State Fair. We had 11 cars participate in an exhibi-
tion with neon signs, a miniature drive-in movie 
screen and displays with the history of Illinois por-
tion of Route 66. On the way home we stopped by 
The Ariston for dinner. Everyone had a great time. 

7:20 – New Business 

Chris spoke about the Wheels in motion show. He 
mentioned that next year show will likely be held 
in another location due to all of the construction at 
Westport. Initially they were thinking about having 
it at the St. Louis Car museum, but their parking lot 
may be too small for the show.  

Chris talked about the Regional car show in Ponti-
ac, Illinois. 

Chris said that the Superstars N’ Supercars event is 
still supposed to be happening, but he has had a 

hard time getting details from the event organizers. 

Marty Howard has set the Fall Winery Cruise for 
October 24th.  

John Grissom talked a bit about the Family Fest 
being held on October 7th. 

Chris Winslow informed everyone that officer elec-
tions are coming up soon. Please submit nomina-
tions in October. Ballots will be in the November 
newsletter with results being announced at the 
Christmas Party. Chris is able to run for one more 
term for present. 

Chris stated that the Christmas Party will be held in 
the same place. 

7:42 – Upcoming events 

9/30 – Superstars N’ Supercars Event – Maritz 
Campus in Fenton 

10/1 – Gateway GTO Picnic at Vago Park 

10/7 – John Grissom’s GTO Family Fest 

10/21 – Collector Car Trivia Night Sponsored by 
the Archway Olds Club 

7:49 – GTOAA 

Tom Oxler talked about the 2024 convention. Ho-
tel rooms are now available for reservation. Origi-
nal owners will be allowed to park indoors if they 
choose. There are plans to have a drag day at a ¼ 
mile track that is located about 30 miles from the 
event hotel. 

Terrie Oxler received a grill badge. 

7:55 – Tech 

Mark Melrose’s engine block should be ready by 
October 

Joe Mayweather had a trailer hitch receiver in-
stalled on his GTO so he could add a cargo tray for 
Bev’s wheel chair. 

8:00 – Personals 

Kerry Friedman is done with his radiation treat-
ments. 

John Havens is feeling a bit better. 

 

8:04 – Motion to Adjourn by Tom Fox, second-
ed by John Taylor 

50/50 of $44 won by Brian O’Sullivan  

Gateway GTO Meeting Minutes 
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GATEWAY GTO 2023 Fall Colors Wine Cruise – Sunday, Sept. 24 

Meet at Francis Howell High School 
7001 MO-94, St. Charles 63304 

@ 10:00 a.m. – Depart promptly at 10:30 a.m. 

“Arvell & Cherie” Performs at Montelle Winery – 1-5 p.m. 
201 Montelle Dr., Augusta, MO 63332 
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Gateway GTO Dues for 2023 are $20 and 
are due by the annual Gateway GTO Piz-
za Party. 
 

• Send dues to Will Bowers by mail or pay 
in person at the Next Meeting 

Will’s Address: 
4213 Napa View Lane 
St. Charles, MO 63304 

• In order to Renew with Gateway GTO, 
members must be members in good stand-
ing with GTOAA. 

 
Contact Chris Winslow if 
you have any questions on 
renewing your Gateway 
GTO membership 

Gateway GTO     
Membership Renewal 
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 GTOAA Membership Renewal 
 
 

GTOAA Dues are to be paid directly to 
GTOAA 

 

• Do not send GTOAA dues to Will Bowers.  
Instead renew directly with GTOAA by mail 
or at www.gtoaa.org. 

• All Gateway GTO Members must be 
GTOAA members in good standing. 

• Please contact GTOAA Chapter Representa-
tive Tom Oxler with any questions: 

 
 

Tom Oxler Contact Info: 
Phone: 636-928-5548 
Email: toxler@prodigy.net 
 

mailto:toxler@prodigy.net
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2023 GATEWAY GTO 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
September 
 

7 - GTO MEETING 7PM at Gingham’s  
 
10 - Wheels In Motion Car Show - Westport Plaza 
 
15 - 17 - GTOAA Regional Car Show at the Pontiac Museum 
 
24 - Annual Gateway GTO Winery Cruise 
 
30 - Superstars and Supercars - See Attached Flyer 
 

October 
 

1 - Gateway GTO Picnic at Vago Park 
 
5 - GTO MEETING 7PM at Gingham’s  
 
7 - Gateway GTO Family Farm Fest at the Grissom Family Farm 
 
21 - Archway Olds Club Collector Car Trivia Night 
 

November 
 
 7 -  GTO MEETING 7PM at Gingham’s  
 
December 
 
 9 - Gateway GTO Annual Christmas Party at Webster Barn 

 
 

 

SEE THE FULL CALENDAR AT WWW.GATEWAYGTO.ORG 
 

Gateway GTO Classifieds 

http://www.gatewaygto.org/
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126 Afshari Drive 
Florissant, MO 63034 

jfhavens@sbcglobal.net 

(314) 838-5533 
 
 

Jon’s Tri-Power Service 
 
 

 
 
Jon F. Havens 
Owner 
 

13  Shamblin Dr. 
Florissant, MO 63034 

 

(314) 496-7368 
 
 

Jonathan’s Q Jet Service 
 
 

 
 
 
Jonathan Havens 

CLICK HERE FOR GATEWAY GTO APPAREL CLUB STORE 

mailto:jfhavens@sbcglobal.net
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/gateway-gto-association/
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/gateway-gto-association/
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/gateway-gto-association/
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GATEWAY GTO ASSOCIATION OFFICERS  

President  Vice President Mo  
Chris Winslow Brian O’Sullivan  
644 Emge Road 2576 Westrick Drive 
O’Fallon, MO 63366 Maryland Heights MO 63043  
636-294-8104 314-225-7240 
chriswinslow@charter.net bosullivan@hunter.com 
Vice President IL.  Treasurer 
Dan Jackson  Will Bowers  
P.O. Box 234  4213 Napa View Lane 
Greenville, IL 62246  St. Charles, MO 63304 

618-664-0437 618-791-3110 
dajalj@gmail.com  wwbdsb@yahoo.com   
Secretary  GTOAA Chapter Rep. 
Amy O’Sullivan  Tom Oxler 
2576 Westrick Drive 450 Muirfield Drive  
Maryland Heights MO 63043  St. Charles, MO 63304 
314-225-7241 636-928-5548 
pooky1891@gmail.com toxler@prodigy.net 
Photo Album Editor  Club Events Chairman  
Laura Kiefer Marty Howard  
70 Keystone Drive  7 Newcastle CT  
Old Monroe, MO 63369  St. Charles MO 63301      
1977kieferla@gmail.com  636-724-8641  
 nycgto@att.net   
Web Newsletter Editor  
Chris Winslow  Chris Winslow  
644 Emge Rd.  644 Emge Rd.  
O’Fallon MO 63366  O’Fallon MO 63366      
636-294-8104  636-294-8104  
chriswinslow@charter.net  chriswinslow@charter.net  
Charity Chairman  Photographer  
Bob Blattel  Chris Winslow  
4564 Austin Knoll Court  644 Emge Rd.  
St. Charles MO 63304  O’Fallon MO 63366      
636-441-3141  636-294-8104 
bob@blattels.com chriswinslow@charter.net  

Gateway GTO Association Photo Album 

If you have photos of past events or if you take pic-
tures of future events that you think would be good 
for our Photo Album, please send them to the news-
letter editor.  

The Hood Scoop is  published as an informative 
news bulletin to keep our members up to date on 
past,  present,  and future events.  

Advertising is free for members in good standing. 

Advertising rates for non members are:  

$100 – Full page (Color or Black and White) ad in 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$50 – ½ page (Color or Black and White) ad in our 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$25 – Business Card (Color or Black and White) ad 
in our monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, 
your logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link 
to your website from our Related Website Link 
space. 

Advertising Guidelines  

Classified ads are free to members. Classified ads up to 50 
words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  

Gateway GTO Club Information  

The Gateway GTO Association was initially formed in the 
summer of 1984 by a group of seven. They all had a com-
mon interest in the Original Muscle Car, the Pontiac GTO.  
As a form of communication we publish a monthly newslet-
ter called “The Hood Scoop”.  The purpose of this newslet-
ter is to keep our members informed of all upcoming activi-
ties as well as providing interesting event coverage. The club 
meets every first Thursday of the month at Gingham’s, 1566 
Country Club Plaza Drive, St. Charles, MO 63303 

The yearly dues for Gateway GTO is $20.  The dues are due 
by the Pizza Party in January.  All Gateway GTO members 
must be a member in good standing with GTOAA.  You are 
allowed to have one associate member.  

The Gateway GTO Association 

 is an official chapter of the  

GTO Association of America 
www.gtoaa.org 

Visit us at 
www.gatewaygto.org or 
www.gatewaygto.com 

 

mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
mailto:littlemissek@gmail.com
mailto:dajalj@gmail.com
mailto:wwbdsb@yahoo.com
mailto:pooky1891@gmail.com
mailto:toxler@prodigy.net
mailto:1977kieferla@gmail.com
mailto:nycgto@charter.net
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
mailto:bob@blattels.com
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
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644 Emge Road 
O’Fallon, MO 63366 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


